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_______________________________________________________________________
Welcome to a fantastic new year at Hodges Bend Middle School! I am delighted to have you in my class this year, and I am looking forward to working with each and every one of you. Below is important information that will guide us all to success for this coming year.

 ELA Course Description

According to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for 7th Grade English Language Arts and Reading, each student must demonstrate a level of proficiency in the following areas:
reading; writing; listening, viewing, and speaking; language and literature. This course will include a variety of activities that are designed to strengthen each of these skill areas. 
STAAR  Testing
Seventh Grade students are required to take two portions of STAAR for Language Arts- Reading and Writing. Writing consists of two portions: revising and editing and one written expository composition. All students are given one opportunity to successfully pass each portion of the test. Dates for the test are forthcoming.
Required materials 

 Organization is key to success. We will follow the campus-wide AVID binder requirements. This will be a 3-inch binder with a divider for each subject, spiral notebook and loose-leaf paper for each subject, and a pencil pouch for supplies. We will also practice organization, discipline, and time management skills by using a daily planner. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure supplies are brought and replenished daily. Binders and planners will be checked periodically. 

Your pencil pouch should include: Pencils, different colored pens, markers, highlighters, and erasers. Please keep in mind that we will be writing frequently, so a red editing pen is advised, as well as tools such as sticky notes and tabs.
Classroom Expectations 
I have high expectations of my students, and one of those expectations is that my students will respect the classroom atmosphere I like to maintain - a respectful, caring, learning environment. Another expectation is that my students will follow school and classroom rules while in my classroom. Respect your classmates and their right to an uninterrupted learning environment. We are all ladies and gentlemen and will behave accordingly. As the teacher and as students, we will treat each other with respect and dignity. We will follow all HBMS expectations. In turn, I will adhere to the same expectations. I will also provide a safe learning environment for you – You can expect me to have sound knowledge of the subject matter and present materials to you clearly and systematically. I will also stimulate you to think critically and independently! 
Student Responsibilities and Expectations

Always be prepared for success. Please remember that the moment you walk into the classroom you are to be in “learning-mode”. Each student must be in his or her assigned seat when the tardy signal is given, prepared with materials, and ready to learn. Look on the board for any instructions and write your objective in your planner. You will be required to complete all DO NOWS at the beginning of every class period.  Students are expected to participate daily in all planned class activities including discussions, note taking, and group work until dismissed.
Student 5 P’s for Success

■ Be punctual- Arrive on time, seated when the tardy bell rings 
■ Be prepared- Have materials with you each time you arrive. 
■ Be a polite and positive participant- Speak in a normal tone of voice, and listen attentively. Voice levels are at 0 when the teacher or a classmate is speaking.
■ Be productive- Complete and submit work on time, always do your best, and clean your area before leaving the classroom. 
■ Be prompt- Follow directions the first time given, and carry them out promptly. 
Students who do no adhere to the classroom rules and school policies will face the following consequences:
Consequences

1. Warning

2. Student and Teacher Conference

3. Cluster Conference-Student with Teachers

4. Parent Phone Call
5. Detention
6. Parent Conference

7. Administrative Notification (email)

8. Administrative Referral
Class Assignments & Homework 

 We will complete several activities in class, but you will be required to complete some activities on your own time. This work is very important as it will prepare you for the essays and projects that you may be required to complete throughout the year. Failure to complete these activities will have a negative affect on your overall grade.
Late Work Policy

All assignments are expected on the due date. Late work will only be accepted without grade reduction in the event of an excused absence only. You will be given one day for each day you were absent to complete all missing assignments. Daily assignments will be posted in a  designated area in the classroom. It is the student’s responsibility to look in the designated place to get what was missed the day he/she returns to school; this should be done before instruction starts and the tardy signal is given. 
Assessment Information 

Students will be assessed on their knowledge of curriculum through tests, projects, and writing assignments at least twice every nine weeks. It is expected that every student pass with at least an 80% or better. Projects may be assigned throughout the year. Some of the work will be in class, but many projects will require time outside of class. Rubrics will be provided for each project when it is initially assigned. 
Cell Phones

Cell phone usage is not permitted in class unless specifically directed by a teacher for instructional purposes. If a cell phone is confiscated in class when it is not permitted for usage, it will immediately turned into the office, and a $15 fine will be required to retrieve it.

Restrooms

Please handle your personal business before entering the classroom While emergencies periodically arise, it is very important not to miss instructional time. Should an emergency arise, planners are mandatory to leave the room. 

NO PLANNER, NO LEAVING!! NO EXCEPTIONS!!!
Tutorials

I look forward to providing a multitude of opportunities for students to succeed. Tutorials will be offered before school on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:15-8:45 a.m.
Skyward 
Skyward is accessible to parents and students. Students and parents are responsible for obtaining and knowing their login information. Parents are encouraged to check on their student's progress weekly so that they may identify when their student is having difficulties and be better able to discuss their child's education with them on a regular basis. Please feel free to contact me regarding any questions or concerns about your child’s grades.
Textbooks

Holt McDougal Literature Book

Write Source Literature Book

Various short stories and articles
“For these are all of our children. We will profit by, or pay for whatever they become.” –James Baldwin
